
 
 

  
  

For immediate release – Monday 1 October, 2007 
  

Flying Penguin Productions in association with Adelaide Festival Centre’s iNSPACE program 
presents 

Assassins 
  

Following critically acclaimed and award-winning seasons of The Birthday Party and Translations, Flying Penguin 
Productions in association with the Adelaide Festival Centre’s iNSPACE program presents the South Australian premiere 
of Assassins, by Stephen Sondheim and John Weidman, from 7 – 15 December 2007. 

  
First performed in 1990, and recently revived in an acclaimed five Tony award-winning Broadway production, Assassins 
is one of the most significant, controversial and dazzling musicals ever written. 
  
Assassins is a chamber musical – a vaudevillian comedy revue that focuses on America’s appalling and fascinating 
“tradition” of presidential assassination, from Lincoln to Reagan.  
  
At the shooting gallery of a run down carnival, 8 Assassins from 120 years of American History meet across time, at the 
beckoning of a side show attendant who urges them to claim their dream and “Step Right Up and Shoot a President”.  
  
Assassins explodes the American Dream offering a shocking and hilarious exploration of celebrity, alienation and 
violence in the 21st Century.  
  
Director David Mealor says of staging the South Australian Premiere of Assassins: 
  
“Assassins is important because it dares to ask:  What can a group of madmen, misfits and outsiders teach us about the 
growing culture of despair and impotence that underlies and undermines our own National mythology of possibility and 
optimism?   
  
Stephen Sondheim is widely regarded as the world’s most significant living musical theatre composer and lyricist, his 
honours including five Tony Awards, a Pulitzer Prize and an Academy Award.  His work includes such triumphs as West 
Side Story, Company, Sweeney Todd, Sunday in The Park with George and the astonishing Assassins. 
  
Featuring an all star South Australian professional cast including:  
Syd Brisbane (The Club), Michaela Cantwell (Honk if you are Jesus), Elena Carapetis (Uncle Vanya), Jacqueline Cook 
(The Clockwork Forrest)), Cameron Goodall (Hamlet), Bronwen James (12th Night), Andrew Martin (Translations), 
Christopher Matters (The Elixir of Love), Peter Michell (We Will Rock You), Renato Musolino (BASH), Nathan O’Keefe 
(Norway Today), Geoff Revell (The Birthday Party), Brendan Rock (Death of a Salesman), Stephen Sheehan (Waiting for 
Godot) and Rory Walker (The Duck Shooter) 
  
Director: David Mealor (The Birthday Party), Musical Director: Matthew Carey (Sunday In The Park With George), 
Designer: Kerry Reid (Translations), Lighting Designer: Mark Pennington (The Real Thing), Choreographer: Nick 
Carroll (Kiss Me Kate), Video Designer: Justin McGuiness (So I Killed a Few People), Sound Designer: DJTR!P, 
Specialist Voice Consultant: Helen Tiller, Musical Associate: Michael Morley, Producers: David Mealor and Cecilia 
Low 
  



Assassins features a creative team that collectively contains: 
• 3 Adelaide Theatre Guide Winners  
• 2 Adelaide Critics’ Circle Winners  
• 4 Advertiser Oscart Winners  
• 3 Helpmann Nominees  
• 4 Adelaide Critics Circle Nominees 

“Yes, you may make a music theatre show about Assassins and live to triumph – if you happen to be Stephen Sondheim.” 
The Evening Standard 

  
The Festival Centre’s iNSPACE program presents contemporary performance including theatre, dance and multi-media 
by some of Australia’s best creative teams.  
 
What:   Assassins  
Music & Lyrics: Stephen Sondheim 
Book:   John Weidman 
Company: Flying Penguin Productions in association with  

Adelaide Festival Centre’s iNSPACE program  
Venue:   Space Theatre, Adelaide Festival Centre 
When:   7 – 15 December 2007 
Cost:   Adults $27, Concession $20  
   Preview 7 December 7:30pm – All tickets $15 
   11 December 6:30pm – All tickets $17 
Bookings:               BASS 131 246 or www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au 
  
Media contact for interviews and images: 
Cheree McEwin – Publicity Executive (08) 8216 8796 or 0416 181 679 
Email: cheree.mcewin@adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au 
Sophie Gardner – Marketing Assistant (08) 8216 8540 or 0431 210 131 
Email: sophie.gardner@adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au 

 
 

The home of festivals 

OzAsia Festival  21 SEPT - 7 OCT 2007  

Adelaide International Guitar Festival   23 NOV - 2 DEC 2007  

Adelaide Cabaret Festival    6  - 21  JUNE 2008 

and a year-long festival of the best dance, music and theatre from around the world. 

www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au   
 

  

  
 


